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Recently, as I was visiting Israel, our bus stopped at a shop of olive woodcarvers in the 
city of Bethlehem. These artistic craftsmen would carve beautiful olive wood nativity 
sets that are sold to the tourists who are able to walk into the ancient city and visit the 
Church of the Nativity. Like the other scenes so prevalent in the few open gift shops, 
scenes of Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus and the wise men are arranged in a familiar scene 
— Mary and Joseph looking lovingly down at the manger, the shepherds peeking in 
the door and the magi leading their camels toward the open stable.  
 

But there’s one glaring difference in one craftsman’s work that I almost walked away 
from. In one of the scenes there’s a wall between Jesus and the magi.  
 

That wall, of course, is the ever present 25-foot concrete security barrier that now  
surrounds the city of Jesus’ birth. Begun in 2002, the wall was built by the Israeli     
government to keep potential suicide bombers from 
entering Israel through Palestinian territory. The Israeli 
government and its supporters view the wall as         
necessary to their security and safety, while               
Palestinians and their supporters see it as a form of 
apartheid. Bottom line is that if the magi were trying to 
get to Bethlehem today, they’d have to go through 
some serious security screening. 
 

When you approach the wall from the Israeli side, there is a large, colorful sign painted 
on it near one of the guard towers saying, in English, Hebrew and Arabic, “Peace Be 
With You.” Approach it from the Palestinian side and you see darker images — those 
of a snake curling its way down the wall toward the checkpoint, a picture of a dove of 
peace wearing a flak jacket and signs spray-painted in English and Arabic saying, “God 
will tear down this wall.” The Bethlehem wall is a place of deep sadness and contrast 
for people on both sides, most of whom would rather simply live in peace.  
 

The wall’s construction has left Bethlehem struggling economically. Unemployment is 
high and people often wait in lines hours long to be cleared to cross the barrier for 
jobs on the Israeli side. It’s a reminder that whenever walls are erected for whatever 
reason, suffering and a lack of hope soon follow for everyone involved.  
 

But, the plan that God was announcing 2000 years ago in Bethlehem would tear down 
walls and build a plan of peace, a peace radically different from that so often touted by 
human empires. God’s plan of “peace on earth” would not come through the power 
and might of conquering armies and defeated enemies. It would not be a peace that 
meant prosperity for some and poverty for others. It was not peace through victory, 
but peace through God’s justice. That’s what shalom, the Hebrew word for “peace,” 
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It’s the kind of peace that happens when God sits on the throne of the world and not human leaders. It’s the kind of 
peace described in Isaiah 9 — where the yoke of oppression is shattered and where the implements of war are 
“burned as fuel for the fire” (Isaiah 9:5). It’s the kind of peace that Mary sings about in the “Magnificat” — “[God] 
has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good 
things, and sent the rich away empty” (Luke 1:52-53). 
 

This vision of peace is familiar to us. We like to sing “Let There Be Peace On Earth”.  It’s a nice idea but, really, there 
isn’t anything we can actually do about it.  
 

But maybe we feel that way because we live on the other side of the wall from Bethlehem. We live in a place where 
we can spend our money on recreation instead of wondering where our next meal is coming from. We have the 
luxury of looking at places like the Middle East, and other locations around the world through our television screens 
instead of seeing war, genocide, injustice and poverty just outside our windows. When it gets to be too much, we 
can just change the channel.  
 

Jesus may have left Bethlehem, but he lived his life fully on that side of the wall. The baby born in a cave, in a man-
ger, grew up preaching and embodying a message of the coming kingdom of God — God’s reign and rule on the 
earth, a kingdom that would bring justice and well-being to the whole world. He healed the sick, touched the un-
touchable, called people to share their wealth, fed the hungry. He spent his time with outcasts, loved the unlovable, 
and washed the feet of his disciples like the lowliest servant.  
 

His mission and message drew fire from his enemies, whose version of comfort and security was threatened by his 
call for justice and grace. Rather than wipe out his enemies, though, he forgave them — even as he was nailed to a 
Roman cross, the ultimate symbol of the empire’s ability to kill and destroy. After his death, the empire walled him 
in a stone tomb and sealed the door shut. That’s what empires do to those who challenge the status quo. 
 

But what the empire fails to realize is that Jesus breaks down walls — walls of violence and injustice, walls that sep-
arate rich and poor, walls that define who’s worthy and who’s not, and walls of sin and death that separate us from 
knowing the love, peace and justice of God in this world. In Jesus, God showed that empires cannot and will not 
have the last word in this world.  
 
What the wall and the Palestinian Christians I met taught me was that as 
Christians we need to celebrate hope, and our salvation. And we need to 
remember that Jesus offered salvation to the rich and the poor, native and 
foreigner, seeker and saint, Israeli and Palestinian. Our task is to live out 
that salvation by doing and calling for the things that will make “Peace Be 
With You” not just a wish but a declaration. Every time we serve the poor, 
fight injustice, speak for those who are voiceless, serve a meal to a hungry 
person, we break down walls of separation. Do that enough and even    
concrete walls can begin to come down. Every great work begins with little 
steps.  
 

So what this 10 day trip to Israel taught me is that even in occupied      
Bethlehem, even behind the wall, there is hope. A hope that with peace 
there will be no more walls. 
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Worship in the Park 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, April 26th at 10:30am 
Worship and Luncheon with Adam’s 

Basin Congregation 

Pineway Ponds Park 
Let’s celebrate this glorious world of nature 

which God has created! 
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Nurture… 

to care for and  nurture the  mind, body and spirit  of those we touch through 
God’s hands.  

Activities leading our way into the Season of Lent… 

   Community Caring Clusters 

We have organized people of our congregation into small 4-6 household 
groups. Each group is asked to stay in touch with each other, check in if 
you haven’t seen them in a while and if the weather is bad/you lose  
power, etc. please check in with each other. We are here to help each 
other in good times and tougher times. Slips of paper with your “Cluster 

Group” that includes names, phone numbers and addresses will be available in the back of the 
sanctuary. See Sonia, Angela or Bev for any questions.  
 

  ‘Souper’ Bowl Luncheon 

A wonderful luncheon of delicious soups, salad, bread and desserts were shared on a cold day in 
February. 

 



God blessed us with the opportunity to serve a hot meal at a REACH 
home in February fellowship, prayer and conversations were        
abundant. 
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PRETZEL SUNDAY 

 
 

 

Children of all ages participated in 
a variety of hands on learning    
stations to prepare for Lent. 
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6 Week Bible Study 
 

Tuesday evenings @ 6:30 & Sunday mornings @ 9:00 
Small groups are gathering to discuss and reflect on 

Adam Hamilton’s The Way. 
 

  February 25  
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Easter Egg Painting  
@ Splatters 11:45  

March 22 

 
 $8 or $10 per egg 

 

 

Save the DATE… 

Chicken BBQ  

May 16th     

 

Women’s Tea 

May 2 @ 12:30  

 

Details coming soon! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Future opportunities for fellowship and service… 

Fellowship Dinner 
Out  

@ 

Route 259 Family 
Restaurant 

Saturday, March 28 
 

Sign up if interested so we can get tables 
reserved. 

 

 

 

 

May 31st  

 
June 14th Graduate  

Recognition 
Ruth Miller’s High School Graduation 

Nurture/Outreach Meeting 

Thursday, March 12 @ 6:00 
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50 Years 

18,263 Days 

438,312 Hours 

26,298,720 Minutes  
Married 

March 21st 
Char & Mike Schwartz 



 

March 11: Mark & Stephanie Freida 

March 21: Mike & Char Schwartz 

April 2: Charles & Jean Weaver 
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March 
1: Cindy Frisch 
3: Diane Utter 
4: Ann Lee Walker 

7: Karen Burnett 
8: Gene Kepple 

8: Kim Phelps 
10: Abr Miller 
15: Hannah Weaver 
18: Jan Hicks 
20: Gayle Grandy 

20: Sam Miller 
25: Jack Laskowski 
27: Emily Sullivan 
27: Trish Phelps 
30: Carm Miller 

1: Shannon Weaver 
2: Jean Weaver 
4: Judy Hartman 
 
 

5: Deborah Clyde 
8: Laura Curtis 
19: Jeff Frisch Jr. 
  
 

30: Penelope Strom 
 
 

April 

“6 Love does not 
delight in evil but 
rejoices with the 
truth. 7 It always 
protects, always 
trusts, always 
hopes, always 
perseveres.” 

~1Corinthians 
NIV 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Communion 

2 3 4 
Choir  

Rehearsal 

5 

 

6 

NA 

7 

8 

Communion 

DAYLIGHT 
SAVINGS 

TIME 

9 
Finance 
Meeting 

6:30 

10 11 
Choir  

Rehearsal 

12 
Nurture 

Outreach 
Meeting 

6:00 

13 

NA 

14 

 

15 
Communion 

16 
Ad Council 

Meeting 

7:00 

17 
 

18 
Choir  

Rehearsal 

19 
 

20 

NA 

21 

22 
Communion 

23 
 

24 25 
Lunch Bunch 

12:00 PM @ 

Slayton Place 

Choir  

Rehearsal 

26 
 

27 

NA 

28 
Fellowship 

Dinner @ 259 
Diner 

29 
Communion 

30 
 

31 Sunday Worship @ 10:30  am                                      

Choir Rehearsal @ 6:30pm 

NA @ 7:00 pm 

 

MARCH 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Sunday Worship @ 10:30  am                                      

Choir Rehearsal @ 6:30pm 

NA @ 7:00 pm 

1 
Choir  

Rehearsal 

2 3 

NA 

4 

 

5 Palm  

Sunday 

6 7 8 
Choir  

Rehearsal 

9 
Tennebrae  

Service 

7:00 

10 
Good  

Friday 

NA 

11 

12 
Easter  

Celebration 

13 14 

 

15 
Choir  

Rehearsal 

16 

 

17 
NA 

18 

19 

 

 

20 
May/June 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

21 22 
Lunch Bunch 

12:00 @ 

Slayton 

Place   

Choir  

Rehearsal 

23 

 

24 
NA 

25 

 

26 
Worship 

10:30 @ 

Pineway 

Ponds 

27 

 

28 29 
Choir  

Rehearsal 

30 

 

  

 

APRIL 


